
Summer Reading 2020- 8th Grade ELA and Honors ELA 

May 27, 2020 
 
Dear OG Families, 
 
I am excited to tell you about the 2020 Summer Reading assignment!  The goal of summer 
reading is to encourage and foster a love of reading while also avoiding the “summer slide”. 
Orange Grove wants to keep our students on track this summer so they will be as successful as 
possible in the next school year.  Students will receive two grades for their summer reading book 
making it a significant portion of their Quarter 1 overall average.  
 
Summer Reading Assignment: 
Students will choose one of the following book titles to read over the course of summer vacation. 
All of these titles are nominees for the 2020-2021 Junior Book Award which is sponsored by the 
South Carolina Association of School Librarians.  Students will complete a  “did you read the 
book” test given by Mrs. Halek on Friday, August 21, 2020.  Students will also participate in a 
book chat during the week of August 24th.  Mrs. Halek will discuss requirements in class; 
students need to be prepared for group discussion by reading the book.  
 

Summer Reading Book Choices 
1.  Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson-  When six students are chosen to participate in a 

weekly talk with no adults allowed, they discover that when they're together, it's safe to 
share the hopes and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world.  

2. Not If I Save You First by Ally Carter- After six years of no word from her best friend, 
Logan, he shows up on the doorstep of the remote Alaskan cabin Maddie and her father 
live in with an assailant in pursuit. 

3. The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart- Twelve-year-old Coyote 
and her father rush to Poplin Springs, Washington, in their old school bus to save a 
memory box buried in a park that will soon be demolished. 

4. The Unteachables by Gordon Korman- The Unteachables never thought they’d find a 
teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would 
actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 
will experience mayhem, destruction—and maybe even a shot at redemption. 

 
Happy reading and I hope you have a fantastic summer!  Feel free to email me if you have any 
questions at chandler_bryant@orangegrovecharter.com. 
 
Chandler Bryant 
Teacher Specialist/Reading Coach 
 


